
DREAMS BY LANGSTON HUGHES

Hold fast to dreams. For if dreams die. Life is a broken-winged bird. That cannot fly. Hold fast to dreams. For when
dreams go. Life is a barren field. Frozen with.

Like barren field which is frozen with snow a man without dreams is hindered from productive and
motivational thoughts. I find this interesting and quite accurate considering that without direction in life, you
are trapped or stuck in one place. He compares life without dream with a barren field frozen with snow. The
snow will melt in the barren field and we can continue working towards all the things we want in life. Hence
one should hold onto the dreams. The main premise in my head went from something hopeful to dark after
really looking at everything that went into this poem. Fortunately, we are in control of our lives and the word
frozen to me seems temporary. If you look at the actual way the poem is set up and written, it goes with this
theme of moving forward no matter what. In this context according to the poet, our life is nothing and
meaningless without dreams. For me, it conveys emotion and makes the reader feel emotion as well. Dreams
are something that the poet probably synonymizes with hope. Again, by using frozen Hughes is staying
consistent by using the reoccurring theme of being stuck when you lose your dreams or let them go. As a
college student, I find this to be an important idea to keep in mind. Without our dreams the barren field
Hughes calls life, will be frozen with snow. Without dreams, bad things can happen and potentially take your
life in the wrong direction. There are things that must be accomplished in life before you can truly find what
your goals and dreams are. If he were to use the word trapped or stuck, I feel as though that would imply your
life being controlled by someone else and only moving forward when they say so. The grim consequences of
dead dreams could make anyone feel like something is off, similar to how the beat is off in this poem. Thus in
both the stanzas, the poet is trying to convey that every man should keep dreaming. This could be again the
reason that everyday moves quickly and your desires in life are moving faster than you are. When I first
looked at this poem, I saw hopeful words and my interpretations were positive. He could have used any other
word but he chose frozen. Often times if you are trapped in one place with no direction, you are unhappy with
the choices you have made. With a more dark and negative connotation to the poem, I actually enjoyed it
more. Hughes brings attention to the consequences of one letting their dreams die. The rhythm of the poem is
interesting to look at as well. For example, we all have to finish high school before heading off to a university.
Certain words are paired together or put in lines together to show emphasize on them. The poet uses the bird
as a metaphor. He connects the idea of having dreams with how your life will turn out in a way. In literature,
bird symbolizes hope, ecstasy, and liberty. As the poet is African-American, the poem can also be considered
as a motivational verse for the Blacks whom Hughes urges to keep dreaming of equality which they are yet to
achieve. The meaning behind it got deeper and even sad in a way. He connects it with what your life will be
like depending on what you have in mind for yourself. In this stanza, the poet uses another metaphor. It is the
dreams which make the man struggle. Even if we lose our way or forget about our goals, we are still in control
of them. Hence it is important to keep dreaming. It is the dreams which have made the humans progress. Also
when looking at the poem for the first time, my eyes go straight for the lines that begin with the word life.
Thus in the very first line, the poet mentions the importance of dreams.


