
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF GEORGE ORWELLS ESSAY A HANGING

Short Essay 'A Hanging ' by George Orwell â€œA Hangingâ€• is a famous essay The writer uses a range of literary
techniques such as setting.

To come all that way, rifle in hand, with two thousand people marching at my heels, and then to trail feebly
away, having done nothing â€” no, that was impossible. There is a person up there, and he is about to die.
Convicted men waited for their final moment holding those iron bars. All the organs of his body were working
â€” bowels digesting food, skin renewing itself, nails growing, tissues forming â€” all toiling away in solemn
foolery. To develop material for your body paragraphs , draw on your reading notes and on points suggested
by the multiple-choice quiz questions. Subsequently, it demonstrates how the guards were usually quite
oblivious to what they were doing because it had developed into an insipid routine. Aren't you ready yet? His
job is to lead the convicted men to their doom and makes sure everything goes routinely and swift. The
gallows were in a small yard separated from the main prison. As a liberal socialist, Orwell believes in the
equality of all citizens, and hence denounces capital punishment for the damaging psychological effects on
those involved in the process. This is imperialism, look at its ugly face. This is a sharp contrast to the
malnourished nature of the prisoners. They are reasoning, questioning, and observing like their fellow man,
and no one is worthy enough to put such processes to an end. Orwell went to prep schools and went on to Eton
College. After that they celebrate it with a drink. At this point, we see the treatment of animals is better than
that of the prisoners and while the dog is allowed to roam free the prisoners are shut away in cages. His
writing style sharp, succinct and simple, but extremely effective. Human nature loves a spectacle and that is
exactly what Orwell has become. Richard Nordquist is a freelance writer and former professor of English and
Rhetoric who wrote college-level Grammar and Composition textbooks. His discontent for his regime is
expressed quite early on in the text. Literary devices used in A Hanging: Examples of Similes: A sickly light,
like yellow tinfoil; gone grey like bad coffee. The head jailor was talking to the superintendent about the
hangings that had occurred previously and that this one had taken place quite peacefully. But a lot of truth can
also be found in jest, especially when a dead man is only a hundred yards away. The main character seems to
realize that sentencing people to the death sentence is wrong because they are humans and they are alive and
well; we are taking that away from them for a mistake they made Orwell employs irony to illustrate the
tragedy of capital punishment, criticizing the apathetic attitudes toward the execution, treatment of prisoners
and lamenting the brutal reality of death. Pssstâ€¦ we can write an original essay just for you. Whether you
agree with him or not, Orwell is making his position very clear, and up to this point has done a very
provocative and proficient job of making us sympathise with that of the prisoner. Back to routine, back to
formality, the mask is placed once again. A sickly light, like yellow tinfoil, was slanting over the high walls
into the jail yard. He portrays the wrongness of execution through the actions and words of characters
throughout the story, some of them being: the dog, guards, superintendent, Francis, and others Reading
example essays works the same way! And if that happened it was quite probable that some of them would
laugh. This ironic statement demonstrates how the lives of the prisoners became obsolete to those enforcing
capital punishment, because their job numbed them to the killing of other humans. Due to his personal
experience with this issue, Orwell conveys his opinion on these deleterious effects of capital punishment
through his effective use of contrast, irony and symbolism. The guards held close to him as if he would slip
like a fish from their hands. Taking his background into account, as an Anglo-Indian man he is innately split
between two opposing positions; acknowledging and detesting the evils of imperialism and the tyranny of the
British Raj, yet being outcasted by the treatment of the Burmese people. Suddenly, the superintendent ordered
the hangman and it happened. The crowd would laugh at me. Limited Time Offer 0. The gloomy scene of
death had not quite left him. There was no fear in his voice but it was rhythmic like the tolling of a bell. Your
time is important.


