
SOIL TESTING

Soil test may refer to one or more of a wide variety of soil analysis conducted for one of several possible reasons.
Possibly the most widely conducted soil tests.

Soil testing to provide a balanced fertility program is a vital component of sustainable farming programs that
are profitable, efficient and environmentally responsible. Will this hurt my plants? Add two cups of chopped
red cabbage into the boiling water, cover and boil until the water turns dark purple. Culinary herbs are
especially susceptible to root rot from improperly drained soil. When a sample is submitted it receives
bar-coded soil sample reference numbers that go onto the sample bag. Plant nutrition[ edit ] In agriculture , a
soil test commonly refers to the analysis of a soil sample to determine nutrient content, composition, and other
characteristics such as the acidity or pH level. Want to know where we are active? The cabbage test If you are
looking to get a more accurate reading of where your soil stands on the spectrum of acid to alkaline, you can
either purchase a home testing kit or use this slightly more advanced DIY test using red cabbage. Some
cooperative extensions will have labs on-site, but even if they do not, they will be able to guide you to the best
place to get testing done. Use the dropper to add enough cabbage water to thoroughly wet the soil. Water
Testing Contamination can seep into groundwater and spread more rapidly. It is not measured because it
moves back and forth between organic not available for plant uptake and inorganic forms available for plant
uptake. I thought nitrogen was important. Always follow UME lawn fertilization guidelines , regardless of
who tests your soil. This minimizes the chance of potassium fixation. Allocation of fertilizer dollars to the
nutrients that will give the greatest increase in profit. You can work with the laboratory on that interpretation,
and a local garden store also may have personnel that can help with interpretation. Any less, and there may not
be enough organic matter in your soil, or perhaps your soil might be too acidic or alkaline. Even if you are a
little late, testing your soil will provide you with valuable information about the health of your garden. This
was also the combination that produced the highest yields and left the least N in the soil for potential loss to
groundwater and surface water. More efficient use of plant nutrients by growing crops means less potential
losses from leaching or surface runoff into waterways. And immediately after harvest, they can begin their
applications, because they know exactly what they want to do. It can even poison them. It plays a big role in
the availability of nutrients to plant roots, nutrient run-off and leaching and microbial efficiency. If a good
sample is collected, the results of the test should provide a reliable estimate of the nutrient status of the soil.
As soil nutrients vary with depth and soil components change with time, the depth and timing of a sample may
also affect results. I think I have clay soil like most everyone else in my county. Using a professional lab is
recommended because they test wider range of nutrients with greater accuracy than a store-bought kit.


