
FROM ESSAY ON MAN ALEXANDER POPE

An Essay on Man: Epistle II. By Alexander Pope. I. Know then thyself, presume not God to scan;. The proper study of
mankind is man. Plac'd on this isthmus of a .

Pope began work on it in , and had finished the first three by  Rousseau also critiqued the work, questioning
"Pope's uncritical assumption that there must be an unbroken chain of being all the way from inanimate matter
up to God. John, Lord Bolingbroke Awake, my St. Love, hope, and joy, fair pleasure's smiling train, Hate,
fear, and grief, the family of pain, These mix'd with art, and to due bounds confin'd, Make and maintain the
balance of the mind: The lights and shades, whose well accorded strife Gives all the strength and colour of our
life. Feels at each thread, and lives along the line: In the nice bee, what sense so subtly true From pois'nous
herbs extracts the healing dew: How instinct varies in the grov'lling swine, Compar'd, half-reas'ning elephant,
with thine: 'Twixt that, and reason, what a nice barrier; For ever sep'rate, yet for ever near! Through worlds
unnumber'd though the God be known, 'Tis ours to trace him only in our own. Extremes in nature equal ends
produce, In man they join to some mysterious use; Though each by turns the other's bound invade, As, in some
well-wrought picture, light and shade, And oft so mix, the diff'rence is too nice Where ends the virtue, or
begins the vice. Thus nature gives us let it check our pride The virtue nearest to our vice allied: Reason the
byass turns to good from ill, And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will. And, if each system in gradation roll Alike
essential to th' amazing whole, The least confusion but in one, not all That system only, but the whole must
fall. The third book would discuss politics and religion, while the fourth book was concerned with "private
ethics" or "practical morality. However, family connections for human beings extend over a long period,
indeed, over a lifetime. Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree Of blindness, weakness, Heav'n
bestows on thee. The pow'rs of all subdu'd by thee alone, Is not thy reason all these pow'rs in one? But still
this world, so fitted for the knave, Contents us not. His conclusion is that we must learn to accept our position
in the Great Chain of Being â€” a "middle state," below that of the angels but above that of the beasts â€” in
which we can, at least potentially, lead happy and virtuous lives. A better shall we have? Teach us to mourn
our nature, not to mend. It is the same voice of nature by which men evolved and "cities were built, societies
were made. And so we arrive at the last of Pope's lines. In lazy apathy let Stoics boast Their virtue fix'd, 'tis
fix'd as in a frost; Contracted all, retiring to the breast; But strength of mind is exercise, not rest: The rising
tempest puts in act the soul, Parts it may ravage, but preserves the whole. Alas what wonder! As has been
stated in the introduction, Voltaire had become well acquainted with the English poet during his stay of more
than two years in England, and the two had corresponded with each other with a fair degree of regularity when
Voltaire returned to the Continent. Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head, As the mind opens, and its
functions spread, Imagination plies her dang'rous art, And pours it all upon the peccant part. Do you find
Pope's argument convincing? According to his friend and editor, William Warburton , Pope intended to
structure the work as follows: The four epistles which had already been published would have comprised the
first book.


