
WRITING IN SOCIAL STUDIES

Are you trying to integrate more writing into your social studies classroom? There are many simple ways teachers can
integrate writing activities into their social.

For example, students may have to write two letters: one as a settler to the Americas and one as a Native
American. Tell us about it! Students should act as reporters, finding the answers to the question words who,
what, why, where, when, and how and citing multiple sources. About miles south of Fremont, Caren Ray is
facing the same problem. Having to examine how different people would view the same event really forces
students to analyze and evaluate its different causes and effects. Although I was taught how to write letters in
elementary school, it is becoming a lost art in the age of emails and texts. Unless it was specified on an IEP I
started counting off for those simple errors. Evaluation It can take time to think of questions that meet a wide
variety of skill levels. It forces them to give more detail. Just use propaganda assignment and your time period
as key words. How do they teach the kids to structure a paragraph? One teacher ended up in the news after
assigning students to create a propaganda poster for ISIS. There is a lot of value in teaching students to
research a topic, evaluate sources, organize the information, and properly cite their sources. How do they want
students to cite their sources? Ask them what language they use. Seeking Grading Consistency But not all
online tools are designed for students. Most schools now want students to analyze multiple sources of
information, draw a conclusion about a question and use documents to support their position, he adds. The
ad-on links are broken but the video is well-done. Yes, schools are demanding more writing from students and
lots of that writing is expected to take place in social studies classes. If you are unable to work with an English
teacher, then you could focus on grading students on their writing content. Teachers could also make a list of
options from the time period. Poetry Although many students complain when teachers bring out the poetry, it
can be an excellent way to have students process what they have learned. Such rubrics can be attached to a
piece of writing that teachers can use in real-time online. Tweet 1 Shares Are you trying to integrate more
writing into your social studies classroom? Also, like many districts, its teachersâ€”especially those in subjects
outside of Englishâ€”struggle to accurately grade student work, says Therese Payne, a teacher leader and the
English department head for Daviess County High School. Do you use another writing activity in your social
studies classroom? Start with what you know This is the first thing I did. Granted, students may not be
required to write a formal piece in a debate, but they will still need to research their topic and understand it
from multiple points of view. By using the collection, Daviess teachers can grab writing prompts in a number
of subjects while adding their own prompts to the national library , but they also can see examples of student
writing at three different levels, low, medium, and high. The two-year-old program gives students feedback on
a number of criteria, including claim, evidence, and organization, as well as supplying teachers and
administrators with data on student writing progress. I hope you gained some new ideas from this post! For
example, John and Abigail Adams wrote many letters to each other, and teachers could have students read and
discuss one or two of their letters. What are some simple strategies for locating evidence within text? Teachers
may be pleasantly surprised at the written results they get from a poetry assignment. I was ready to fight
teaching reading and writing skills as long as I could. For example, lyric and epic poetry was very popular
during Medieval times. Gone are the days in which reading novels and writing essays belonged solely in an
ELA classroom. There are many ways teachers can build in student choice to provide more ownership and
enthusiasm for the project. Some, such as the Literacy Design Collaborative , were created to help schools and
teachers both meet the need for more student writing and learn how to accurately assess this writing. Paska,
the executive director of the National Council for the Social Studies. Think about it. Many of the writing
activities could be graded for content social studies and writing skills English.


