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Heroes should go up against villains sympathetic or hateful ; love should, if possible, win out; and a satisfying
sense of closure and comeuppance should top off the experience. Krystal echoes this sentiment, which I find
condescending. Of course, if they proved too diverting, how good could they be? Just as people are not saints
or demons, our relationship to our culture is not simple. First and foremost, he relies on the distinction
between literary fiction and genre fiction as being one between works of art, on the one hand, and escapism on
the other. Unlike works of moral or religious instruction, novels were diverting. Writers like P. Like a
stand-up comedian, Krystal speaks for the everyman. Following his decision to abandon literary criticism,
Krystal began to focus on the more reflective genre of literary essay. He does concede, however, that since
writing allows time for reveries and ruminations, it probably engages larger swaths of the brain. When you
read genre fiction, you leave behind the problems of reality â€” but only to re-encounter those problems in
transfigured form, in an unfamiliar guise, one that helps you understand them more completely, and feel them
more deeply. The prose may be uneven and the observations about life and society predictable, but, if the story
moves, we, almost involuntarily, move with it. The essays collected in Except When I Write are examples of
this new paradigm put into practice. Such writersâ€”commercial and genre novelistsâ€”aim at delivering less
rarefied pleasures. Reading, study, silence, thought are a bad introduction to loquacity. Or in the grim,
rain-soaked Britain of Kate Atkinson? But plot is an extraordinarily powerful tool for creating emotion in
readers. They have their own generic identies, their own distinct sets of conventions, and to smoosh them
together would be to sacrifice some of our precious literary biodiversity. I do not say the story is true, for I did
not witness the happenings which it portrays, but the fact that in the telling of it to you I have taken fictitious
names for the principal characters quite sufficiently evidences the sincerity of my own belief that it MAY be
true. These days, I find, literary novelists are much more interested in plot and much less interested in
plausibility, or in realism, than literary critics are. Indeed, scores of novelists in a variety of genresâ€”P.
Serious fiction was serious business, and a reader might tire of it. The scene is set, a tone is established, and
nothing, one feels, will come between us and the story. Dick wrote for the pulps, and all, not coincidentally,
have been ordained by the Library of America. In other words, nerds and geeks by joining counter-culture
could get laid. I often find that the complexity of the narratives in genre fiction makes the narratives in literary
novels look almost amateur by comparison. Plotting, inventing, creating characters, putting words in their
mouths and quirks in their personalitiesâ€”it all seems pretty astonishing to me. You can find more of his
work at libgober. He has an endless reserve of anecdotes and quotations, which are drawn from all subjects,
from American and European history to art and popular culture to science and still other fields. In fact, a
damned good line to come up with off the cuff. Kazuo Ishiguro writes about clones. The guilty-pleasure label
peels off more easily if we recall that the novel itself was once something of a guilty pleasure. Far from
delivering easy pleasures, modernist fiction could be an exercise in aesthetic and psychological subtlety; it was
written not for people with time on their hands but for those willing to put in the time to master it. I think this
is a point that novelists have been picking up on, of late. Either way our attitude toward genre fiction smacks
of mass cultural neurosis. Fish are roosting in the trees, all is topsy turvy, etc. There are four opportunities to
participate throughout the year. More often than not and the critics would argue, always , stereotypes reserved
for short stories are transplanted into a full length book. By the step leading up into the sleeping car stood a
young French lieutenant, resplendent in uniform, conversing with a small lean man, muffled up to the ears, of
whom nothing was visible but a pink-tipped nose and the two points of an upward curled moustache. Krystal
identified both the type of novel and the writing style as paramount to be considered worthy literature. God no.
Nonetheless, it was a senior literary dude, W. The things that writers like Raymond Chandler or Philip
Pullman or Joe Abercrombie do with plot are utterly exquisite. You must select a newsletter to subscribe to.


