
ENGLISH WRITING TUTOR

English and communication is part of our everyday lives. It is important not only to communicate effectively through
dialogue but also to be able to write as well.

What are you specifically concerned about in this draft? If necessary, provide several choices for rephrasing
instead of a single alternative. What are the major sections of the paper? Concentrate on the
macro-structureâ€”the entire piece of writing. If the correction is rule-based, work with the rule and
proofreading strategies. Yet there is an added benefitâ€”something that is difficult to measure but easy to
recognize. It is the sense of accomplishment that comes from working to improve something and seeing
positive results. And, he really had great advice on the whole process. Explain that you will concentrate on the
errors that are most confusing first and then work on the less confusing, but perhaps more frequent, errors. If
you stumble a bit with a slightly confusing error, the writer will probably notice your hesitation. How have
you sequenced those points? Ask if students would prefer to read or to listen. If you read, you allow the
student to attend to various aspects of the draft while they listen. Emphasize vocabulary development. This
innovative tool enables them to talk through strategies and complete practice essays, just as they would on a
workbook at your kitchen table. We could all not be any happier. They and you can work with translation
when they are truly at a loss. They may expect explicit instruction from you, the authority on writing.
Emphasize the content and organization. Encourage students to use their native language as a resource. Your
writing tutor will work at your child's pace and will review material until it's clear that he or she has mastered
the concept. In other words, students may be so focused on correct pronunciation or reading proficiency that
they are not able to concentrate on or notice anything about the draft. Start your story today. Pay sincere
attention. Few smiles are as big as the ones that accompany a strong report card. Even if you read the
assignment sheet together, ask students to explain it in their own words to make sure they have identified the
critical instructions and tasks. When students are ready to focus on language, ask several questions: What do
you normally have trouble with? You and your family are busy To be effective, an educational program has to
work with your family's schedule. What did you have trouble with when you were writing? Emphasize the
assignment. If you find vocabulary errors, ask students for alternatives and give them time to think of a few
before you make suggestions. The text may have a lot of minor errors that are noticable but not confusing.
Emphasize the planning. If you can move forward, do so and return to that error later if necessary. Can you
explain this to me a little bit more? You are activating a mental overview, which will help students envision
the larger project and help them identify where they are having difficulty at that level. Many students may not
be familiar with the peer tutoring model. He is a credit to your organization. I knew from the minute she
started working with you she was going to improve. Emphasize proofreading strategies. Can you follow the
major structure? Read through mistakes that do not interfere with your understanding. Our greatest reward is
the positive feedback we get from parents who report their children are now confident and happy in school as
a result of our writing tutoring.


