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So what does it mean to be a homosexual, and how is it defined. In the Catholic religion there has always been
a debate whether if God is against or not about homosexuality. Some have raised the argument that
homosexuality itself is a biological factor, while others argue that homosexuals choose to be attracted to those
of the same sex, but the underlying question is regardless of the opinions on origin of homosexuality, how is
the church supposed to respond to homosexuality Within the past 40 years, homosexuality has become more
prominent within most societies around the world. New York: Harvard University Press. An individual may
also be consciously unaware of and therefore unable to report his or her disturbance or mental illness.
Although the prospect of same sex attraction has always existed, it was not until the mid-nineteenth century
that individuals were shamed and ridiculed for being 'mentally ill ' He sees the new paper as an analysis of
risky behavior or openness to experience, noting that participants who engaged in at least one same-sex
experience were also more likely to report having smoked marijuana and having more sexual partners overall.
Several correlates of male androphiliaâ€”sexual attraction of biological males to menâ€”have been shown
across different cultures, which is suggestive of a common biological foundation among them. I will try my
best to take each option and consider them carefully and equally, as well as put in my perspective as its own
form of an answer. Same-sex behaviors and homosexuality are present in a wide range of animal species and
human cultures; 3. This dislike or even hatred of gay people is known as homophobia. For many many years
homosexuality has been a sin or wrongfulness in many, if not all, religions. Specifically, much of the literature
they put forth as scientific evidence is irrelevant to the topic of homosexuality and mental disorders. Gender
trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity. Michael Woodworth et al. This practice was not acceptable
a long time ago. In this time it was acceptable to stone someone to death and condemn homosexuals. In other
words, the APA is suggesting the following based off of Kinsey's books: 1. Although a number of biological
factors have been considered by scientists, such as prenatal hormones, chromosomes, polygenetic effects,
brain structure and viral influences, no scientific consensus exists as to how biology influences sexual
orientation. Worthington, Ph. Lay summary: At one time, homosexuality was considered to be mentally
disordered. She is a former staff reporter at Nature, New Scientist and Science. The cost of science:
Knowledge and ethics and the HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis trials. Some may think that this is an abnormal
behavior, to have an attraction to the same sex. The American Psychiatric Association no longer considers
sexually sadistic behavior itself as mentally disordered. Adams et al. So, in regard to men who have sex with
men, the physical trauma caused by penile-anal intercourse is a physical disorder; penile-anal intercourse
almost always results in a physically disordered state in the anorectal area and possibly the penile area of the
inserter as well : The optimal state of health of the anus requires the integrity of the skin, which acts as the
primary protection against invasive pathogens â€¦ Failure of the mucous complex to protect the rectum is seen
in various diseases contracted through anal intercourse. Homosexuality is not against God. Therefore,
homosexuality is not a psychological disorder. It follows, then, that those psychiatrists that make up the
American Psychiatric Association, especially those involved in determining the contents of the DSM, are
considered to be the authorities and experts in psychiatry. As I will discuss later, studies on a variety of
samples have consistently concluded that there is no difference in psychological adjustment between
homosexuals and heterosexuals. Homosexually inclined people have been shown to be at higher risk of major
depression, anxiety, and suicidality than heterosexuals Bailey ; Collingwood ; Fergusson et al. First, following
Hooker's lead, more researchers conducted studies of nonclinical samples of homosexual men and women.
This paper summarizes and analyzes that purported scientific evidence and explains that much if not all of the
evidence is irrelevant and does not support the homosexuality-is-not-a-mental-disorder claim. However, dating
back to the nineteen century homosexually was classified as a disease that had to be cured. This is clear when
we think about how previous beliefs around homosexuality being learned were once used to justify now
discredited attempts to change these desires. Yet some researchers question whether the analysis, which
looked at genes associated with sexual activity rather than attraction, can draw any real conclusions about
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sexual orientation. The question, rather, is this: what will we do with our shame? For instance, why do they
not look at other aspects of the paraphilias sexual perversions that clearly indicate their mental disorder liness?
Another important aspect of a study is whether measurements are properly defined. His argument is almost
identical to Evelyn Hooker's argument, which was the following: 1. There are those that take the view of being
against homosexuality.


