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William Graham Sumner () was one of the founding father's of Author: The Challenge of Facts and other Essays; Author:
The Forgotten Man and .

My life has been spent since that time in trying to fulfil the duties of that position. After a quarrel there is a
corroboree, to make and Edition: current; Page: [19] confirm peace. That is, really, what we are trying to do.
The Jews looked down upon all non-Jews as Gentiles; the Mohammedans despise all infidels â€” their attitude
towards non-Mussulmans is one leading to aggression, plunder, and annihilation. If you do anything for the
Forgotten Man, you must secure him his earnings and savings, that is, you legislate for the security of capital
and for its free employment; you must oppose paper money, wildcat banking and usury laws and you must
maintain the inviolability of contracts. It is the industrious workman going home from a hard day's work,
whom you pass without noticing, who is mulcted of a percentage of his day's earnings to hire a policeman to
save the drunkard from himself. They are not confined to classes or to nations or particular ages of the world.
War forms larger social units and produces states; of the North American Indians, those had the intensest
feeling of unity who were the most warlike. You will say that you know what liberty is. We did. Like every
other monopoly, this one secures advantages for those who are in only at a greater loss to those who are kept
out. A trades-union is an association of journeymen in a certain trade which has for one of its chief objects to
raise wages in that trade. He works, he votes, generally he prays-- but he always pays--yes, above all, he pays.
The advantage of some is won by an equivalent loss of others. Now, I have said that this jobbery means waste,
plunder, and loss, and I define it at the outset as the system of making a chance to extort part of his product
from somebody else. There is a great deal of clamor about watering stocks and the power of combined capital,
which is not very intelligent or well-directed. When people talk of the success of a trades-union in raising
wages, they forget these persons who have really, in a sense, paid the increase. These are devices which are
good or better just in the degree in which they secure liberty. Another set of examples consists of those in
which abstinence from war is due to cowardice, and with it go the vices of cowardice â€” tyranny and cruelty
to the weak. He has to get out of the soil enough to pay all his taxes, and that means the cost of all the jobs and
the fund for all the plunder. In England, the liberals used always to regard state regulation with suspicion, but
since they have come to power, they plainly believe that state regulation is a good thing if they regulate
because, of course, they want to bring about good things. If we are a free, self-governing people, all our
misfortunes come right home to ourselves and we can blame nobody else. They are the ones who ought to be
first and always remembered. Hence you must be prepared to be told that you favor the capitalist class, the
enemy of the poor man. In a society based on free contract, men come together as free and independent parties
to an agreement which is of mutual advantage. His parents stressed the values of sobriety, autonomy, and
personal responsibility. The householder has a dignity and prerogative in his house, however humble his social
position may be; hence the maxim that a man's house is his castle goes back to the beginning of civilization.
What I want to do is to point out the thing which is overlooked and the error which is made ill all these
charitable efforts. If there were any such liberty as that of doing as you have a mind to, the human race would
be condemned to everlasting anarchy and wars these erratic wills crossed and clashed against each other.
When he leaves it he is fair game, whether enemy, friend, or neighbor. Let me now turn your attention to
another class of cases. Hence arise treaties of commercium and connubium, which bring about a middle state
of things between war and peace. He burst into a rhapsody about Greenland. If we let nature alone, she cures
vice by the most frightful penalties. It must have control of a certain area of land; hence it comes into collision
of interest with every other group. In he married Jeannie Elliott with whom he had three sons one died in
infancy. They will abuse it just as all others have done unless they are put under checks and guarantees,and
there can be no civil liberty anywhere unless rights are guaranteed against all abuses, as well from proletarians
as from generals, aristocrats,and ecclesiastics. Yet we elect the legislators who do all this work. If a student of
any of these sciences ever comes to understand the position of the Forgotten Man and to appreciate his true
value, you will find such student an uncompromising advocate of the strictest scientific thinking on all social
topics, and a cold and hard-hearted skeptic towards all artificial schemes of social amelioration. Again, at the
time of the Conquest all crimes committed on the roads which ran through a city Canterbury, for instance were
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crimes against the king's peaceâ€”which also extended one league, three perches, and three feet beyond the
city gate. Perhaps the appellation is not strictly correct. A man who has committed crime is, therefore, a
burden on society and an injury to it. I have ventured to affirm that government has never had to deal with
anything else. Wherever there is no war, there we find that there is no crowding, as among the scattered
Eskimo, or that, after long fighting, treaties and agreements have been made to cover all relations of interest
between the groups.


