
GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING SETTING

The Girl with a Pearl Earring is the story of Griet, a sixteen-year old girl who is hired by the famous painter, Vermeer, to
clean his studio. The novel opens with.

In contrast to her work in her master's studio, Griet must carve a place for herself in a chaotic Catholic
household run by Vermeer's volatile wife Catharina, his shrewd mother-in-law Maria Thins, and their fiercely
loyal maid Tanneke. Just like Johannes is not in love with his family he is not in love with Griet. Vermeer
slowly draws her into the world of his paintings - the still, luminous images of solitary women in domestic
settings. Before this, Vermeer and Griet began to spend a lot of time together when Griet began assisting him
with his paintings. There Griet learns that Vermeer had asked for her painting to be hung in the room as he
was dying. Who is the model and why has she been painted? The only thing he loves is his work. Griet has to
leave her job. In the fourth chapter Griet works for the butcher. Chapter , page  This is a book I want to read
again, purely to lose myself in the writing and the images the author evokes, as well as the absolute sense of a
place and time in history. One of the children, Cornelia , clearly dislikes Griet and wants to make her life
miserable; Catharina also seems to feel jealousy and resentment of Griet. Griet is terrified of what would
happen if Catharina knew that her portrait was being painted, and she is also uncomfortable with van Ruijven's
increasingly aggressive advances; however, she clings to the pleasure of interacting with Vermeer. It is a pity
that this book is entirely a work of fiction, but at least I can now imagine a story for the painting of Vermeer.
As I earlier said it is really a pity that this story is entirely a work of fiction. Griet fits in nicely to the Vermeer
household, gaining complements for her work from each of the family members except Catharina and her
shrewd daughter, Cornelia. Soon she lives at the house of the family Vermeer. Griet and Vermeer are therefore
reluctant to fulfil this request and eventually Vermeer comes up with a compromise. In addition, though the
family is now poorer, Vermeer's will has included a request that Griet receive the pearl earrings that she wore
when he painted her, which Van Leeuwenhoek forces Catharina to hand over. At their home, she befriends the
family's oldest daughter, Maertge, but is never on good terms with the spiteful Cornelia, a younger daughter
who takes after her class-conscious mother, Catharina. Tensions remain, however. When Tanneke knows
anything about Griet, she gets very difficult opposite Griet. Invitations to his studio were rare. Please be aware
that this discussion guide may contain spoilers! Chevalier, Tracy. Her younger brother Frans is apprenticed
outside and eventually her younger sister Agnes dies of the plague. But the ending is only part of the story; the
rest of it is the journey, observed in historically accurate and beautifully drawn detail. It concentrates
particularly on visual detail, both in the appearance of characters and of domestic surroundings, and their
spatial placing in relation to each other. Cornelia still seeks out opportunities to get her in trouble. I did not
touch it--I had never touched an instrument except to clean it. In order to bring income to her struggling
family, Griet must work as a maid for a more financially sound family. Two crises arise in the fall and winter
of  In the morning he asked me to come up in the afternoon. The story opens in the year when Griet is abruptly
informed that she will be starting work as a maid in the home of the Dutch painter Vermeer and his wife
Catharina. Griet also catches the eye of Vermeer's wealthy patron van Ruijven, who is notoriously lecherous.


