
RESEARCH SOURCES FOR RESEARCH PAPER

These journals are a great way to find cutting edge research on your topic. Academic journals add credibility and
professionalism to a paper. They work well for.

For example, if you're researching a topic in local history, consult the town historian or a local resident who
experienced what you're researching. Popular Periodicals Magazine or Journal? Write down the call number of
the book so that you can find it within your library. Go there, and armed with your Wikipedia knowledge, start
searching for the best sources. Get creative here. You can consult knowledgeable people in print as well.
Books can be found on your school or public library website. Most libraries have internet connections on at
least a few computers, although sometimes you need to sign up for them in advance. On-Line Card Catalog
An on-line catalog has replaced card catalogs in many libraries as a means of listing and indexing what is in
the library. Note that the entry will also include a number or some kind of an identifying code. Once you insert
these into the microfiche or microfilm machine and there are separate machines for each , you will be able to
see the text of the article that you are looking for. But there will be some stale ones, too. You'll soon see that
it's great to be researching in a field that has an abstract, since this short explanation can help you make an
early decision about the relevance of the article to your research question or working thesis. Find the
appropriate subject heading and jot down the information so you can find the article, which is usually on
microfilm, unless you're dealing with a very recent issue of the Times. You also know that the source is a valid
and reputable one. You will need this later on when you are writing your paper. It's inefficient to go through
volumes of magazines and journals, even if you could think of appropriate ones. Sometimes you will find
great resources that you were unaware of just by looking on the shelf. Start writing. Tertiary sources are those
used to organize and locate secondary and primary sources. Think about some of these other source types for
ideas: Newspaper articles Private journal or diary entries Letters. Not only is it a professional requirement, it is
a way to avoid plagiarism. Be sure when you take notes that you write down the source that they are from!
The Wikipedia article will give you most of the big ideas associated with the topic, as well as link out to other
ideas that may be similar. Make sure to distinguish between general interest magazines and professional
journals; this is an important distinction in college-level research. Government documents are currently
available on CDROM and often offer updated information census data, for example. Trade Journal Discusses
practical information in industry Contains news, product information, advertising, and trade articles Contains
information on current trends in technology Articles usually written by experts in the field for other experts in
the field Articles use specialized jargon of the discipline Useful to people in the trade field and to people
seeking orientation to a vocation Examples:. You use an on-line catalog the same way you use a card catalog:
look up a source by author, title, or subject. Internet Resources The Internet provides access to a lot of
information. If not, you can use the information to request the article through interlibrary loan. These are
usually kept in a separate room in the basement, to my experience! Sometimes a look through the stacks the
shelves on which the books are located will turn up additional information that's relevant to your research
question or working thesis. Internet research can be time consuming. Academic journals â€” These journals
are a great way to find cutting edge research on your topic. Scholarly Journal Reports original research or
experimentation Articles written by an expert in the field for other experts in the field Articles use specialized
jargon of the discipline Articles undergo peer review process before acceptance for publication in order to
assure creative content Authors of articles always cite their sources in the form of footnotes or bibliographies
Examples: Psychophysiology Social Research A note about "peer review. Often, you will have to scan through
quite a bit of film to find what you are looking for.


