
A HISTORY OF THE FIRST WORLDS COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION OF 1893

The World's Columbian Exposition was a world's fair held in Chicago in to celebrate the . The layout of the fairgrounds
was created by Frederick Law Olmsted, and the The World's Columbian Exposition was the first world's fair with an area
for amusements that was strictly separated from the exhibition halls.

Olmsted, Burnham, and the Board of Architects -- a group of Eastern architects generally trained at the
Academie des Beaux-Arts in Paris -- decided on an unusual Fair plan. To lend anthropological legitimacy to
their enterprise, Chicago's exposition directors placed the Midway under the nominal direction of Harvard's
Frederic Ward Putnam, who had already been chosen to organize an Anthropology Building at the fair. By , it
was clear that the U. But it was not clear how women would be represented. But the fair, through its racist
policies, had already helped pave the way for national acceptance of the separate-but-equal doctrine that
would become the law of the land in  Disney's father Elias had been a construction worker on some of the
buildings at the fair. A breech-loaded gun, it weighed  Another part of the answer was provided by negative
example through exhibits and concessions arranged along the Midway Plaisance, a mile-long avenue that ran
at a right angle to the White City and blended education with amusement. The exposition closed in late
October and, that winter, almost all of the buildings were destroyed by fire. Taft's efforts included employed a
group of talented women sculptors from the Institute known as "the White Rabbits " to finish some of the
buildings, getting their name from Burnham's comment "Hire anyone, even white rabbits if they'll do the
work. A darker legacy lives on in the nonfiction book, The Devil in the White City. Legacy of the fair The
millions of visitors who came to Chicago during the fair took home new ideas in commerce, industry,
technology and entertainment. To understand their importance and draw in modern terms, they could be seen
as a combination of the Olympics, DisneyWorld, the Superbowl, and the National Gallery--an international
entertainment and cultural event with lasting social importance. Exposition planners wanted to showcase the
nation, still coming to terms with the Civil War that had ended 28 years earlier. The House of Representatives
took up the issue in late and considered petitions from Chicago, St. In operation since , Handy's department
was the source for information and news about the progress of the Fair for many national and international
newspapers and journals. Burnham had great leeway in the choices he made: the site for the Fair, the architects
he tapped to design and build the exhibition halls, the sculptors he hired to decorate the grounds, even the
color scheme to be employed. Others pressed and won their case that women should have a separate building
for their exhibits. The construction of buildings and the choice of a site were the first items on the agenda.
Higinbotham, and the national exposition commission, headed by Thomas W. What forms of artistic and civic
culture would this city promote? Part of the answer came from the monumental exhibition palaces stuffed to
overflowing with technologies of industrial and agricultural production as well as exhibits of fine art that
surrounded the Court of Honor. In response to the determination of African Americans to show the world their
accomplishments since emancipation, exposition directors insisted that African American proposals for
exhibits be approved by all-white state committees. Wealthy Michigan Avenue residents, including Potter
Palmer, were not amused by the Lake Front plan and pushed for little-used and marshy Jackson Park as the
site for the Fair. The highly integrated design of the landscapes, promenades, and structures provided a vision
of what is possible when planners, landscape architects, and architects work together on a comprehensive
design scheme. The scope of the effort to promote the Fair was immense. All Rights Reserved. Chicago's Field
Museum owed its origin to the fair and opened in in the former Palace of Fine Arts, a building that would later
be reconstructed to become the Museum of Science and Industry. The Fair presented itself to the country and
the world as a celebration of the advance of American civilization; but how was it received, and what has been
its lasting legacies? The national organization came to be known as the Commission and the local group was
the Directory; the two bodies were directed by one man, Col. You must see the fair. Chicago's World's
Columbian Exposition cast all doubts aside. Nearby, "The Cliff Dwellers" featured a rock and timber structure
that was painted to recreate Battle Rock Mountain in Colorado, a stylized recreation of American Indian cliff
dwelling with pottery, weapons and other relics on display. Tesla displayed the first practical phosphorescent
lamps a precursor to fluorescent lamps.


