
AN ANALYSIS OF UNILINEAL CULTURAL EVOLUTION TO

FUNCTIONALISM

Unilineal evolution, also referred to as classical social evolution, is a 19th-century social theory Theories of social and
cultural evolution are common in modern European thought. . (rather than the collectivity) is the unit of analysis that
evolves, that evolution takes place through natural selection and that it affects social as.

Birth and development[ edit ] This section does not cite any sources. Surrey: Ashgate Publishing Limited. Set
stages all societies "unilineal" evolve through: "promiscuity," like primates in a wild state, with no family,
"savagery," nomadic, hunting and fishing, matriarchal society, magic and animism, "barbarism," patriarchal
society, agricultural, sedentary village, pottery, religion, priesthood, polytheism, "civilization," urban, state,
literacy, history, with "church" and monotheistic religion but eventually replaced with "science" Unilineal
cultural evolution assumes a "psychic unity" of mankind, i. Google Scholar Bayley, G. What are the problems
and shortcomings of each theory? He posited that the final epoch had begun with the French Revolution and
was destined to usher in universal human rights and the perfection of the human race. Hegel developed as well
during this period. But he came up with opposite conclusions, based on an entirely different mechanism for
culture change. During the Age of Enlightenment , however, European self-confidence grew and the notion of
progress became increasingly popular. Progressivism[ edit ] Both Spencer and Comte view the society as a
kind of organism subject to the process of growthâ€”from simplicity to complexity, from chaos to order, from
generalization to specialization, from flexibility to organization. Key points: Freud saw man as driven by his
instincts and anxieties derived from two unconscious processes: the "id," i. Google Scholar Henare, A. Google
Scholar Olivier, L. Critical theorists argue that notions of social evolution are simply justifications for power
by the elites of society. Auguste Comte[ edit ] Auguste Comte, known as father of sociology, formulated the
law of three stages : human development progresses from the theological stage, in which nature was
mythically conceived and man sought the explanation of natural phenomena from supernatural beings, through
metaphysical stage in which nature was conceived of as a result of obscure forces and man sought the
explanation of natural phenomena from them until the final positive stage in which all abstract and obscure
forces are discarded, and natural phenomena are explained by their constant relationship. Durkheim never
recovered, dying at age  In uncontrolled passion, the sons kill their fathers and eat them - the id at work.
Seriation, stratigraphy, and index fossils. This is a preview of subscription content, log in to check access. It
follows that the history and experience of the American Indian tribes represent, more or less nearly, the history
and experience of our own remote ancestors when in corresponding conditions. He also notes that there is a
tendency of standardization and unification, when all smaller societies are absorbed into the single, large,
modern society. Time and the other. Google Scholar Braudel, M. Born into long line of French rabbis and
educated in Old Testament and Hebrew studies, he never-the-less became an agnostic. Problems: Not the best
source of informants, and thus difficult to extend beyond his sample to all the human condition. Evolution and
culture.


