
HISTORY AND ORIGINS OF FEUDALISM IN WESTERN EUROPE

Feudalism was a combination of legal and military customs in medieval Europe that flourished . In its origin, the feudal
grant of land had been seen in terms of a personal bond between lord and vassal, but with . The term feudal has also
been applied to non-Western societies in which institutions and attitudes similar to.

All of these factors conspired to weaken the feudal system based on land ownership and service even if
feudalism would continue beyond the medieval period in some forms and in some places. Payments of money
begin to replace the original simple obligation of armed service. He could not save his subjects from the
plunders of the foreign invaders. Decline of Feudalism in Europe The bedrock of feudalism was the need for
the King to get armed help from nobles in return for land. They refer to what those who invented them
perceived as the most significant and distinctive characteristics of the early and central Middle Ages. Military
service was reduced to fixed terms, typically 40 days in England, in an effort to reduce the burden on nobles
so that they did not leave their lands unattended for too long. Such crises caused a chronic shortage of labour
and the abandonment of estates because there was no one to work them. In CE, and in subsequent revolts in
the 13th century CE, the barons were acting collectively for their own interests which was a direct threat to the
entire system of feudalism, based as it was upon single lords and vassals working out their own private
arrangements. Such men need to be provided for. Feudalism and the related term feudal system are labels
invented long after the period to which they were applied. The Normans in England or in Sicily rule by right
of conquest, and feudal disputes are regularly resolved in battle. These are examples; depending on the period
of time and location in Europe, feudal customs and practices varied; see examples of feudalism. A big
question is, what social forces and circumstances drove the evolution and transition from one social
assemblage to another? Enjoy the Famous Daily In support of the fighting man At the heart of feudalism is a
basic idea common to any society with a warrior caste. During the second through fourth centuries there was a
process of gradual "de-Romanization" of the outer reaches of the Roman Empire, as Roman political
institutions and cultural norms lost impact on local society. Another important form of justification is a
dynastic claim to a territory. The Lord gave back the plot of land known as Tier to his vassal. Until their
eradication by the National Assembly between and , they had considerable importance in France, where they
were employed to create and reinforce familial and social bonds. In the 11th century the Normans seize it by
invitation of the pope. This meaning was then applied to land itself, in which land was used to pay for fealty,
such as to a vassal. By 15th century, feudalism ended in England , by 18th century its death knell was sounded
in France and Russia was among the most belated European countries to abolish feudalism in the midth
century. Thus, there could be a clear conflict of interest and lack of impartiality, even if the more serious
criminal cases were referred to the courts of the Crown. A rich merchant class developed with no ties of
loyalty to anyone except their sovereign, their suppliers and their customers. Geary confronts this issue when
he describes the pernicious and lingering effects of classical ethnography concerning the German barbarians kl
 Such an arrangement benefited landlords, who were thereby assured labor supplies, and the Empire, which
could use landlords to enforce tax collection Increasingly, the poor landholder transferred his land to a
protector and received it back as a precarium, thus giving rise to the manorial system. Thus the old word feos
meaning movable property changed little by little to feus meaning the exact opposite: landed property. The
Kings increased their power and gave protection to their subjects. It was also possible for the manorial system
to develop from the Germanic village, as in England. Historian Georges Lefebvre explains how at an early
stage of the French Revolution , on just one night of August 4, , France abolished the long-lasting remnants of
the feudal order. This configuration became the genesis of the Merovingian period of European history.
Further, the earliest use of feuum as a replacement for beneficium can be dated to , the same year a Muslim
base at Fraxinetum La Garde-Freinet in Provence was established. History of feudalism in Europe Feudalism
in Europe emerged somewhere around the 9th century and continued to exist as a dominant social structure
until the 15th century. The central economic feature is the manorial system. Feudalism in England Feudalism
in England was brought to the country by William The Conqueror after his Norman invasion in the 11th
century. Feudalism arose in western Europe because? They now sought the help of powerful men for the
protection of their life and property. In Germanic kingdoms, all land belonged to the king who the distributed
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portions of it among his faithful nobles. From the third through fifth centuries these indigenous traditions
increasingly reasserted themselves as the Italian monopoly on politics and culture began to decline. These
institutions survived in England until they were abolished by Parliament in and, after the Restoration , by
Charles II in 


