
THE CHANGE IN LIVES AND ROLES OF WOMEN IN THE LATE

NINETEENTH CENTURY

The end of the 19th century marked a time of change and reform for women. Turning away from the cultivated role of
wife, mother, and.

Childbearing and child mortality remained two of the most serious health issues for women and their families.
No doubt this had something to do with modernity and its intrinsic insistence on change, and no doubt it had
something to do with the actions of women themselves, with their desire to break out of the limits imposed on
their sex. Additional Readings: Boorstin, Daniel. All my life I have been engaged in the study of their special
ailments, and no conclusion is more firmly rooted in my mind than a devout thankfulness that I belong to the
other sex. Although she does not hover over her children or live every waking moment solely dedicated to
them, she attends to their needs and repeatedly shows her affection for them. Fashion "That our dress may be
more healthful,Southern-belle-civil-war. Temperance legislation finally received consideration in Congress,
but the most lasting consequence of the actions was the formation of the WCTU. Women activists moved
from pious and moral opposition against slavery to political action on their own behalf. In , there were only
high schools in the country. Implicit in this advice is the notion that by keeping a clean, neat, pious home and
filling it with warmth and inviting smells, women are achieving their highest calling. On average, women
earlier in the century gave birth to seven live babies in her lifetime. Cott Nancy. Each sex, according to
Catherine Beecher, was superior within its assigned sphere, and thus a sort of equality was achieved. And
when the Michigan legislature founded a state university that same year, it provided places for women,
although women were not actually allowed to attend until  While Madame Ratignolle sews new winter outfits
for her children, Edna is content that her own's needs are currently met. Seven out of ten people in the United
States lived in small towns with populations under or on farms in  One of the most important American
painters of mothers and children in this period was Mary Cassatt. Womanhood in America front he Colonial
Times to the Present. Toward the late 19th century World War I broke out, also bringing on an increased
demand for wartime goods and weaponry. But while the husband only had to prove his wife's adultery, a
woman had to prove her husband had not only committed adultery but also incest, bigamy, cruelty or
desertion. The Market Revolution refers to the commercialization of economic life and the decline of
subsistence farming as the most common way Americans lived. The extension of equal voting rights in this
organization led Grange women to support both woman suffrage and temperance. Disease was real, and
devastating. Reforming divorce laws A number of changes were made to the legal status of women in the 19th
century, especially concerning marriage laws. The nineteenth-century quest for woman suffrage never had the
widespread support that temperance did. Rural families relied on the Montgomery Ward founded in and Sears
catalogs to keep them abreast on the latest conveniences, machinery, and fashion styles. By , the figure was
almost and by the end of the century, the number had grown to 


