
MORAL VIRTUE AQUIRED

acquired, aquinas, charity, infused, prudence, virtue. In the Prima Secundae of the Summa Theologiae, St. Thomas
outlines the principles of the moral life of man.

Souls come in different types depending on the kind of creature they belong to. Since the good is never wholly
realized, a friendship of this sort should, in principle, last forever. Moral evaluation of an action presupposes
the attribution of responsibility to a human agent. Hence, we are rightly guided in life by our natural
preference for engaging in pleasant activities rather than in unpleasant ones. According to Aristotle, the
virtuous habit of action is always an intermediate state between the opposed vices of excess and deficiency:
too much and too little are always wrong; the right kind of action always lies in the mean. Nicomachean
Ethics. During the deliberative process, individual actions are evaluated in light of the good, and the best
among them is then chosen for implementation. Ethics VII 8 A clumsy archer may get better with practice,
while a skilled archer who chooses not to aim for the target will not. These two facts, together with the
questions they raise, tend to go unmentioned in literature that deals with Aquinas' treatment of the virtues, but
they have important ramifications, particularly for those who might wish to appropriate a Thomistic notion of
virtue into contemporary virtue ethics. Although the analysis may be complicated or awkward in some
instances, the general plan of Aristotle's ethical doctrine is clear: avoid extremes of all sorts and seek
moderation in all things. Souls According to Aristotle All living things have souls, where a soul is simply
whatever it is that makes the difference between life and death. According to Aristotle, things of any variety
have a characteristic function that they are properly used to perform. This is the function of deliberative
reasoning: to consider each of the many actions that are within one's power to perform, considering the extent
to which each of them would contribute to the achievement of the appropriate goal or end, making a deliberate
choice to act in the way that best fits that end, and then voluntarily engaging in the action itself. A friendship
grounded on utility, on the other hand, comes into being when two people can benefit in some way by
engaging in coordinated activity. Pain may similarly be good or bad. A relationship of this sort lasts only so
long as its utility. Vices can be formed by habit. Ethics X 8 In intellectual activity, human beings most nearly
approach divine blessedness, while realizing all of the genuine human virtues as well. Not bad advice, surely.
Due to length constraints, I will not address Miner's argument in this paper. So, the more virtuous you are, the
easier it is to remain virtuous and become more virtuous. Consider the difference between an incontinent
person, who knows what is right and aims for it but is sometimes overcome by pleasure, and an intemperate
person, who purposefully seeks excessive pleasure. Ethics VII 1 This may appear to be a simple failure of
intelligence, Aristotle acknowledged, since the akratic individual seems not to draw the appropriate connection
between the general moral rule and the particular case to which it applies. He argues that these articles
establish that 1 without prudence the acquired moral virtues can be no more than isolated dispositions to good
actions, and that 2 prudence cannot exist without charity. Together these facts present a puzzle about the
detailed accounts of the moral virtues in the second part of the second part: Might these be primarily accounts
of the infused moral virtues, and only derivatively about acquired moral virtue? As we'll soon see, decisions to
act voluntarily rely upon deliberation about the choice among alternative actions that the individual could
perform. Remember, the highest good is intrinsically good. Voluntary Action Because ethics is a practical
rather than a theoretical science, Aristotle also gave careful consideration to the aspects of human nature
involved in acting and accepting moral responsibility. Every activity has a final cause, the good at which it
aims, and Aristotle argued that since there cannot be an infinite regress of merely extrinsic goods, there must
be a highest good at which all human activity ultimately aims. Here he discussed the conditions under which
moral responsibility may be ascribed to individual agents, the nature of the virtues and vices involved in moral
evaluation, and the methods of achieving happiness in human life. We become vicious by acting viciously.
Notice that the application of this theory of virtue requires a great deal of flexibility: friendliness is closer to
its excess than to its deficiency, while few human beings are naturally inclined to undervalue pleasure, so it is
not unusual to overlook or ignore one of the extremes in each of these instances and simply to regard the
virtue as the opposite of the other vice. Genuine happiness lies in action that leads to virtue, since this alone
provides true value and not just amusement. Striking other people while claiming to be ignorant of the moral
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rule under which it is wrong to do so would not provide any excuse on his view. Ethics I 2 This end of human
life could be called happiness or living well , of course, but what is it really? Notice that the sort of ignorance
Aristotle is willing to regard as exculpatory is always of lack of awareness of relevant particulars. But the
general description has some value nevertheless, especially in its focus on reciprocity. Because in that way we
make viciousness painful, such as it is for the virtuous man. This text reveals that Aquinas recognizes three
separate levels of virtuous habits: 1 disconnected inclinations towards good actions; 2 the acquired moral
virtues, which are connected by prudence but which Humans have vegetative and appetitive parts of the soul,
but they also have a rational part, which other animals lack. Thus, good conduct arises from habits that in turn
can only be acquired by repeated action and correction, making ethics an intensely practical discipline.


