
AN OVERVIEW OF THE FORMATION OF THE BIBLICAL CANON

Lee Martin McDonald provides a magisterial overview of the development of the biblical canon -- the emergence of the
list of individual texts that constitutes.

When these bishops and councils spoke on the matter, however, they were not defining something new, but
instead "were ratifying what had already become the mind of the church. In The Formation of the Biblical
Canon McDonald shares his considerable knowledge as he presents the evidence that we have from antiquity
and then carefully assesses its significance. In fact, in the last two decades, in parallel to the canon debate in
the English-speaking world, there has been another one among German authors, such as R. The notion of
Church Throughout the book, we find many times the asseveration that the Church has never come to define
once and for all the canon xxxii, , , , , because there is no period in history in which all Christians considered
exactly the same books as sacred. We must jump over twenty centuries to know how the apostolic Church
was, instead of discerning it through its continuity in the life of current Church. However, in the last chapter,
after studying the criteria employed to distinguish canonical and non canonical books, he rec- ognizes the
importance of internal criteria. Tov eds. I have chosen, nonetheless, to attempt an extended review in order to
supplement the existing literature. Kaestli, O. There is not much difference here between Jews and Chris- tians
on the notion of sacred inspired literature that had its origins in God, nor eventu- ally in the notion that a
limited collection of books qualified for this status. I have used the second printing of the book. Evans eds.
How- ever, he says nothing about inspiration of other books. To explain the historical fact of canonical
writings and canonical lists, it is necessary to suppose some kind of authority that has fixed the collec- tion.
Knowing the history of its composition helps to understand its structure and contents. Questions of the origin
and transmission of texts are introduced as well as consideration of innovations in the presentation of texts,
collections of documents, archaeological finds and Church councils. The latter is very often referred to, but is
never explicitly discussed. Related Papers. What was the process that led to the recognition of the sacred
collection of Scripture as we now know it? Thus, by the 5th century, both the Western and Eastern churches
had come into agreement on the matter of the New Testament canon. In its revised and expanded form, this
two-volume text presents a detailed treatment of how the texts of the Old and New Testaments were gathered
over many centuries and diverse contexts, elucidating their meaning and guiding their interpretation as
authoritative texts. On the contrary, it is certain as McDonald himself recognizes that even in the case that the
Muratorian fragment belonged to the second century, as many authors still believe, the ex- amination of other
documents reflects that it had no influence in that time. In a footnote p. If an au- thor simply quotes a biblical
passage, this only shows that he knows it. According to the gospels, Jesus presented himself as the Servant of
the Lord and spoke of the fulfillment of Scriptures in his life and mission, especially in his passion and death. I
completely agree with McDonald when he limits the role of councils to recognizing the books that already had
been ac- cepted by the communities : Church council decisions reflect what the communities recognized, and
they subsequent- ly authorized this recognition for the church.


