
MEDICAL AND SOCIAL MODELS OF DISABILITY ESSAY

Free Essay: Introduction In this assignment, I aim to provide the reader with an overview of two prominent models of
disability: the medical model and the.

Whilst understanding the medical model is essential to treat conditions, receive pain relieving drugs and
identify necessary assistive aids, understanding the social model of disability is equally as essential. Illustrate
your answer with examples from your media portfolio. In the medical model, disability is assumed to be a way
to characterize a particular set of largely static, functional limitations. The social barriers were evident
immediately. Disability as a whole influences society because we start from a young age learning, which will
effect the kind of person we are and the kind of person we become. In other words, I do not completely agree
nor disagree with either model. The social model of disability excludes disabled people It is not seen as an
issue to concern anyone other than the individual affected. Many people are willing to adopt the social model
and to make adjustments for people who have a visible disability. Both are used to label those who have
impairments. For example, the disability may be seen as a result of bad actions of parents if congenital, or as a
result of practising witchcraft if not. In the medical model, medical care is viewed as the main issue. The
social model is more inclusive in its approach. I will also briefly examine the origins of both the medical and
social models, but mainly outlining the contributions of their respective theoretical 3. The social model
maintains that there are many things that society can do to change, reduce and address or reduce, and remove,
some the problems that are designed into society, and that it is the responsibility of society, rather than the
disabled person. Ask a person who does not have a disability and they may give you a view that is based on
the medical model of disability. Whilst medical science has served to improve and enhance the quality of life
for many it could be argued that it has also led to further segregation and separation of many individuals. He
has spinal muscular atrophy. However, recent developments promote inclusion. I find myself aligning more
with the thought that both models have to exist in order for the full understanding of disability to come into
view. It will also focus on how such practices will affect the daily lives of people with mental and learning
disabilities. It looks at ways of removing barriers that restrict life choices for disabled people. Firstly, I will
note the definition of what a model of disability is and point to its relevance in disability studies. Something
that is to be treated, mitigated or even cured. Medical model of disability The social model of disability says
that disability is caused by the way society is organised. An example might be:- A practitioner who meets with
a visually impaired member of the group before the beginning of a course to find out how literature can be
adapted so that the student can read it and participate in the class discussion. For most of the 20th century,
disability was defined according to a medical model. However, they are not as accommodating with people
who have a hidden disability, or a disability that is not clearly understood. My role is to ensure I am properly
trained to work with a range of person centred planning tools and implement them tools in a person centred
way. Consideration is given as to how disabled people take part in activities on an equal basis with
non-disabled people. Social and Medical Disability Models Essay - Introduction In this assignment, I aim to
provide the reader with an overview of two prominent models of disability: the medical model and the social
model. Disabled people developed the social model of disability because the traditional medical model did not
explain their personal experience of disability or help to develop more inclusive ways of living. Their policy
statement defined disabled In my research I have come across many contrasts between the Social and Medical
Models and here is just some of what I have found out. We identified several venues, e. Illustrate your answer
with examples from your media portfolio. Abberley as cited in Barnes and Mercer supports the view that in
order to address the problem of social exclusion, it is necessary to develop theoretical perspectives that express
the standpoint of disabled people. I ensure that our agency staff and our volunteers understand the ethos of
person centred planning and maintain high training standards so that our service users feel respected and
empowered at all times.


