
A HISTORY OF THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE OF JAPAN

Society in the Tokugawa period, unlike in previous shogunates, was period of peace and stability in Japan's history,
lasting well over.

Afterward, Japanese Christians were exiled, executed, or driven underground, and Christianity faded from the
country. During their absences from Edo, it was also required that they leave family as hostages until their
return. They were responsible for the finances of the shogunate. Their roles included mayor, chief of the police
and, later, also of the fire department , and judge in criminal and civil matters not involving samurai. The
members of the four classes were not allowed to change their social status. Meanwhile, the Sword Hunt
ensured that nobody but the samurai had weapons. As shogun , Ieyasu achieved hegemony over the entire
country by balancing the power of potentially hostile domains tozama with strategically placed allies fudai and
collateral houses shimpan. The shogunate had the power to discard, annex, and transform domains. Although
Japan remained a basically agrarian society, towns and cities grew and craft production flourished. External
Links and Resources. A period of isolation Tankard of lacquer on wood with inlaid mother-of-pearl. In the
lowest social group were merchants who were not directly involved with production. In fact, life was so
peaceful and unchanging that it eventually gave rise to the ukiyo â€”or "Floating World"â€”a leisurely
lifestyle enjoyed by urban samurai, wealthy merchants, and geishas. From onward Japanese subjects were
forbidden to travel abroad or to return from overseas, and foreign contact was limited to a few Chinese and
Dutch merchants still allowed to trade through the southern port of Nagasaki. Their primary source of income
was a fixed stipend tied to agricultural production, which had not kept pace with other sectors of the national
economy. Baku is an abbreviation of bakufu, meaning "military government"â€”that is, the shogunate. Arrival
of the Americans Although they employed some heavy-handed tactics, the Tokugawa shoguns presided over a
long period of peace and relative prosperity in Japan. Vassals held inherited lands and provided military
service and homage to their lords. Museum no. The first ruling shogunate arose with the year Kamakura
period, , followed by another during what is known as the Muromachi Period, from  The US demanded that it
be allowed to trade with Japan, with the result that ports were slowly re-opened to foreigners. Notwithstanding
its eventual overthrow in favor of the more modernized, less feudal form of governance of the Meiji
Restoration, the Tokugawa shogunate oversaw the longest period of peace and stability in Japan's history,
lasting well over years. In , Tokugawa Ieyasu completed the task and established the Tokugawa Shogunate,
which would rule in the emperor's name until 


